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The International Experience of Nature-Based Solutions and Its Inspiration
for China’s Ecological Civilization Construction

WANG Xuhao', ZHOU Jia**, WANG Bo?*
(1. Environmental Defense Fund, New York 10010, USA; 2. Chinese Academy of Environmental Planning, Ministry of Ecology and
Environment, Beijing100012, China)

Abstract: The 2019 UN Climate Action Summit identified Nature-Based Solutions (NBS) as one of the critical actions to tackle the issue
of global climate change, the NBS Coalition was launched during the summit co-led by China and New Zealand. In the last decade,
the concept of NBS has been rapidly developed as international organizations including UNEP and IUCN calling for NBS as a vital
approach to achieve the goal of sustainable development globally and proposing standards to guide this effort. This paper summarizes
the theoretical connotation and historical development of NBS, showcases real-world NBS practices in the field of climate change,
watershed restoration, biodiversity protection, and food security. Comparing the current situation of NBS and China’s ecological
civilization construction from the dimension of standard-setting, engineering, and system design, this paper provides 7 specific
suggestions to effectively integrating the principles and methodologies of both NBS and ecological civilization construction.

Keywords: nature-based solutions; ecological civilization construction; sustainable development
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