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Study on the Spatial and Temporal Distribution of
Forest Fire in Tibet

TIAN Xiao-rui,SHU Li-fu, WANG Ming-yu,ZHAO Feng-jun

(The Research Institute of Forest Ecology, Environment and Protection,Chinese Academy of Forestry,

State Forestry Administration’s Key Open Laboratory of Forest Protection, Beijing 100091)

Abstract: The law of forest fires distribution on temporal and spatial scale is analyzed based on forest fire statistics
from 1992 to 2005. In yearly scale, forest fires have a significant variance. It is obviously that the forest fires in-
creased since 2001,and most of them are fire alarm. Forest fires are mainly occurred in spring and winter in Tibet,
especially from December to next May. February and March are the peak fire season. Most forest fires lie in south-
eastern Tibet, especially in Mangkang, Chayu, Linzhi and Milin counties. The main fire sources are caused by pro-
ductive and living activities. The paper also analyses the fire environment in Tibet, which indicate the climate and fu-
el distribution have a decisive influence on the fire season. Most forest fires occurred in deciduous and broadleaf for-
ests at altitude rang from 2,800 m to 3,600 m. Average fire is surface fire and average burned area is less than 10
hm?®. It suggests strengthening the infrastructure, fire resources and fueling management and improving fire preven-
tion and fire attack.

Key words: forest fire; Tibet; fire environment
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