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Status Quo, Problems and Practical Paths of Waste Classification and
Resource Utilization in Shanghai

DU Huanzheng', NIE Yuging', LU Sha®**, FAN Yanan®
(1.School of Marxism, Tongji University, Shanghai 200092, China; 2.School of Environmental Science and Engineering, Tongji
University, Shanghai 200092, China; 3.The Party School of the CPC Shanxi Provincial Committee, Taiyuan 030002, China)

Abstract: The phenomenon of “garbage siege” has become a key factor restricting the rapid economy development. Promoting waste
classification is critical to solve the increasing waste pressure. During the whole process of waste classification, how to classify and
reutilize different categories of wastes is the main task in the next stage. As a large and pilot city, under the collaborative governance of
the government, enterprises, media and residents, Shanghai has achieved a significant progress in conducting the MSW classification
programme. However, the utilization rate needs to be further improved. This is due to the difficulties such as insufficient internal
driving forces of waste classification, the weak regulatory system, food waste treatment issues, and difficulties of re-utilizing low-value
recyclables. As a result, by taking the closed-loop circulation as the core, corresponding suggestions are provided as follows to guide
other cities: refining the sorting categories, improving the market mechanism, strengthening the R&D of waste re-utilization technology,
enhancing the regulation system, and broadening the publicity and guidance.

Keywords: waste classification; waste re-utilization; closed-loop circulation; Shanghai
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