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Abstract: China’ s economy is entering to “new normal” stage, switching from high-speed growth to moderate-
speed growth. The pattern of economic development pays more attention to quality and efficiency, rather than scope
and speed, of economic growth. The industrial structure switches from labor-intensive industries to capital intensive and
knowledge intensive industries. The driving forces of economy also switch from traditional factors, such as labor, land,
investment, to innovative technology. Under the new normal economy, environmental protection work will have a rare
opportunity to improve China’ s environment quality, at the same time, also faces serious challenges. To clearly discern
new characteristics of environment in China’ s new normal economy, this paper predicted the trend of economy, energy
use, water withdrawal and pollution emission in 2020 based on National Long-term Economy-Environment Prediction
and Simulation Model (NLEEPSM). The results show that the growth of freshwater and energy consumption will slow
down, and incremental quantity of freshwater and energy consumption will less than before; incremental pollution
emission will reduced due to accelerated industrial transformation and upgrading, and the emissions of major pollutants
will hit a plateau, coupling with sharp decrease of emission intensity.
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