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The Perfection of China’s Daily Penalty System in Environmental
Enforcement from the Perspective of “Proportional Principle”

YAN Houfu
(Law School, Beijing Normal University,Beijing 100875, China)

Abstract: The system of “daily penalty” has shown great deterrence in environmental law enforcement. However, the current model of
“impose continuous fines in the amount of the original fine for each day” is not in line with the “proportional principle” in administrative
law. In the situation where the offender’s illegal behavior is “minor first, then severe” or “severe first, then minor”, it may cause the
problem of “improper punishment against the offense”. For different offenders with similar initial violations but with very different
violations thereafter, it may cause an unfair situation of “same punishment against different circumstances of offenses”. Under the
current institutional framework, for the “severe first, then minor” violations, consideration may be given to not initiate daily penalty if
the violator’s corrective action has achieved remarkable results. However, the latter “minor” violation shall be considered as a “new
violation” and be punished according to corresponding laws and regulations; for the “minor first, then severe” violations, consideration
may be given to using the measurements of restricting production or suspending business, seizure, impoundment or administrative
detention when the legal conditions are met. Ideally, the amount of daily penalties shall be based on an amount with upper and lower
limits so as to better achieve the goal of “penalty equivalent to the offense”. In order to avoid further damage to the environment caused
by continuousviolations, the maximum period of daily penalty should not exceed 30 days.

Keywords: continuous daily penalty; proportionality principle; enforcement penalty; illegal circumstances
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Empirical Research on the Effect Mechanism of Ecological Environment
on Residents’ Happiness in China

PAN Hulin', CHEN Huixiong**
(1.School of Public Administration, Zhejiang University of Financial and Economics, Hangzhou 310018, China; 2. College of
Business, Quzhou University, Quzhou 324000, China)

Abstract: It is of great theoretical and practical significance to explore the internal relationship between ecological environment and
residents’ happiness. Based on a large sample data of residents in China from 2013 to 2014, this paper quantitatively analyzes the
influence of three ecological environment factors of water, atmosphere, and greening on residents’ happiness in China. The results
show that the impact of the ecological environment on residents’ happiness is subject to economic development and residents’ income
levels, as well as residents’ awareness and attention to environmental values. Despite the residents were not satisfied with the quality
of ecological environment in 2013 and 2014, the ecological environment did not have significant impact on the happiness of Chinese
residents. And the impact of the water environment was less than that of air environment while the effect of air environment was
less than that of greening environment. It is suggested that in order to improve residents’ ecological happiness and stimulate public
environmental protection, popular science education should be used to effectively improve residents’ awareness of the environment
and its value, and strive to build a harmonious cultural atmosphere between human and environment; On the basis of generally
increasing residents’ income and material living standards, we should guide and promote the upgrading of residents’ demand for
environmental aesthetic consumption. Attention should be paid to the use of economic means such as ecological compensation, and
to stimulate residents’ environmental protection behaviors by affecting residents’ economic interests. Priority should be given to solving
environmental problems that are obvious and strongly reflected by residents’ intuitive perception.

Keywords: ecological environment; residents’ happiness; happiness theory; ordered logistic model
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