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A discussion about the accurate species of the "wild elephants"
in the pre-Qin Period of North China
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Abstract: It can be proved that: in the pre-Qin Period, there once were wild elephants lived in North
China. For a long time, it was believed that all of these elephants were belonged to the species Elephas
maximus. So, many scholars suggested this phenomenon could show a much higher temperature at that
time. But there still exist some doubts, such as, how could the Elephas bear the cold winter of North
China? As the research of Chinese Historical Climate has already indicated, most of the parts of North
China in the Megathermal Maximum were still controlled by the climate of the Temperate Zone, not the
Tropics. This paper makes an analysis about the accurate species of the so-called "wild elephants", and
suggests that these elephants could be belonged to one of the species of Palaeoloxodon, not Elephas
maximus.
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Fig.1 The system evolution of the Proboscidea
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Fig.2 The envisaged situation about the system evolution and habitat environment of the Elephantinae in China
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