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Study on the composition and crystal shape of the precipitate obtained by
struvite precipitation from wastewater for phosphorous recovery
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Abstract: Using magnesium salt as settling agent, phosphorous in synthetic wastewater was recovered as struvite precipitate. In order to analyze the crystal
shape and the purity of the precipitate, the morphology of the precipitate was studied with Scanning Electron Microscope (SEM) and X-ray Diffraction
(XRD), the composition of the precipitate was analyzed with ICP and chemical analysis, and the initial saturation of the solution was calculated. The
result indicated that pure struvite has an orthorhombic shape, and the needle-like crystal is not purity struvite. Besides, the crystal shape and purity of the
precipitate have a certain relation with the initial saturation of the solution. When the initial saturation in solution is low, the precipitate has an
orthorhombic shape, while the precipitate has needle-like shape when the initial saturation surpasses a certain value. And the patterns of XRD showed that
the needle-like crystal has similar diffraction peaks with Mg; (PO, ),, so it can be induced that there is some relationships between them.
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AR TE 45 # B9 Parsons (2001 ) 1 i 5€ % 9F 5K,
MAP B4 #t % 9 &} J7 & JE 45 ¥, T Schultze 5%
(2001) 1 Stratful %5 (2001) W EL 5|, MAP A &~
[ J& B AN BE B9 612 454, FF I X 2 i T RONE 4%
PER R T 51 2 /Y . Stratful 55 (2001 ) 38 Xf M & ¥ BE 4
REK P B TLREYHEST T RE ST, SRR
B, B S OL B TE] A S 4K, BT AR R A A R A 18 18 4
K, RIS Stratful 42 i 5 360 B9 26 B2 FE & 91 i & A
JEH 38 T 42 55 . Hirasawa (1996) BB 5T £ B, A
R Mg/P 3SR, UUIE Y B9 &OE i &L 5 TE 2 A
IR, EHABSEA MG RA T 24k, HR AT
VRGN A LI A, T Suschka 55 (2003 ) 3@ of 5E
B Mg/P M 124G AL 4 B, KR 5 TE B B
A K He AR AL B 4518 5 Suschka 25 (2003 ) # — 4 B
FB R, TE R W B B AR T A B LI 4 &1
FEFEAR. Kofina 45 (2003 ) I\ 4, pH {H & & Wi &4 (R TP
R REZEMNR, 7 pHE R 8.5 B AR E , T
L pHH K 9.0 B & A2 A 7B #. Le Corre 55
(2007 ) i 3 ¥ 55 20 #7 & 9L, 7€ pH {4 10 N:Mg: P
=1:2:2 Z5 07 [ 5 3 /9 U1 3E 9 R SR B 4 B
XRD 73 #7 45 R B, 1R B UTYE W) 55 MAP Fi
Mg, (PO, ),-22H,0 K9 i& & ¥. Bk 4h, B SCHR i 38
(Durrant et al. ,1999; Piekema et al. ,2001; Sylvia
et al. ,2001) ¥ ¥ ) F) 46 1 70 BE X MAP J % 45 f it
TR ARIE A EE AR,

fn BTk , B RXUURE Y 9 5T 04k R R KR
me B R AR AR IR L. AP 5 R A H R ULIEY
ME, R 5 RS EAMAEZRNEKR, UL
pH BE TRk BE | 2 R vk B 71 94 98 1) 0 4 4 A B 4 T
R X ULIEW HY T T 5 36 400 B A 8w LA, LA 3
o5 3 UUTE B [ W B K R B Y T 20 i AR AR
5 T 4R AL BB AR 45

2 SLIG#R4 (Experimental)

2.1 JLIE 48 H &

B BERR L B M B A B W& 1L, B
Al LB EE PR EEWRE N 93 mg L™ (C, =3
mmol - L™") . 44 H& 45 YR L 58 A 1% 5 1B, T 1 S [l BE /R
E B R BB SR K TR AR A o, AR 9B BE UK M D
il AF L B BE SR VA VR T HEAF B A, 43 BIZE 2 MR
INAGE B 28 T /KM B 23 400 mL, i il NaOH %
WA WY 4 pH EE 8.5.9.0.9.5,10.0,
10.5.11.0. 1B & 2 MRA B W, JF 3 A B B 3 4

P EE IR A 5. € B Pk L B[R] & 45min,
287 72 FP Ol A 0 NaOH 3 %5 3% i pH {E R 554
E. R ERE B 20min, R 5 R F P 5 8 4576 0,
EESFELH#HTHIE, BRAVEY. KUY ET
MR A0C Ry B AH B, T8 48h J5 , iFE T AR &%
2.2 YLE WA R G T AT

FA43 07 RV FRECT 1 9 UL VE D) , 76 70 2L R Hh I
f# , EZT 100mL 5 &, IR4E NP, Mg K [F] & il
BV B RS F] AR5 5, T S UTE M NP Mg Y
&8, AR KR K W 43 B ) (2002) #4743 #r
BRI E R AR BE BL 40 e o6 BE R, A R I 8 2R
&4 B0 b £33, BE BT 22 i A Opima2000DV #UHy,
BHA F BT RAEIE(ICP).

UIVEM ) f T o TR Al i 7 BB (S
3500N %, H A H 3L A A)) 1 X A7 55 2ok R AT 554X
(D8 ADVANCE %!, 3£ E BRUKER A#]).

2.3 WAmEWItE

T 0 R 4 B (1) 115
()-aMg2+ Oy Qpog- .
- 0 (1)

Koo, Kg B R 12 38 i v BE AR A B, AR O v BE AR
H T A SOV R R T VA VA B R B, K
13.26 (Ohlinger et al. , 1998). aype+ Qyus ~Qpog- A
BEETHEE.

Qg2 + =CT,M5 * Ougze * Vmg+ (2)
g = Cry - 8NH4* © Ynng (3)
Qpo3- = Crp - 5?03- * Yroj- (4)

K, C BEBP SRR THBEE 6 NEH
TR0 8y BT B AR AR RS - 4K
FRARIE

-lgy, =0.5122° (5)

i)
1 +Bafl
X,y ABT i NEEREZ, AHBMA;B 25
FEBRE,25CH 0.00328; a2 % FRLE F 1
AR, Y pm i, NH (Mg®* (PO} Hadh 5k
300.800.,400;7 A& FiRE, HHEARXN:
I = %2 c.z: (6)
KXo ,C M Z, 3B AEBR D& FEFRREMS
17 4%
THE T R B A R R BOLER 1
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Table 1 Ionization constants (25°C )

FRR logK
H,PO, — H,PO,; + H* 2.148
H,P0, —=HPO}~ + H* 7.198
HPO} —=PO}~ + H* 12.375
MgOH * —=Mg’* + OH - 2.600
NH, —=NH, (aq) + H* 9.244

3 Z5R (Results)

3.1 pH{EA LK D WP W
3.1.1 JEME AR LRWBITEY A
BLANER 2 Fis. MAP B B BE R I8 & B H 4 5
#5.71% 0. 1265% .9.79% . 7] LA & H4, pH {8 7F
8.5~9.5 Z[AIR, VLIEYH N\Mg M P EESY
FAFE TR MBI EER, 7T AW A W e x4
pHEBEANBRAMIEY FEESIEA. 4 pHE
£ 10.0 ~11.0 B, JLIEY) F Mg Y& BB Widg K, N
BB/, AR SEANEE
FEAS, BRESER B85 51, T RE R A BRI =W A B, 0
Mg, (PO, ), Mg,PO,OH 5 Mg(OH),%. iX 2 K JF
EVEW pH BT R, B ®R, Mg™* f OH™ 5454
&M Mg (OH), YL ¥ (pH > 10. 0) , ZER IR AF 4T
(pH >11.0) 3B ¥ 7= AW T/K B9 Mg, (PO, ), , T
Hix ey i tb &3 A &EER S AR F, BEE
pH B3 X, %W F 19 NH, %46 NH, % k. H
I, T B WS B v AR S 3, B R e
EULREY) B A4 B, pH BLEER/NTF 9. 5.

#2 pHEX T REWEARNH T

Table 2 Effect of pH on the composition of the precipitate

pH N:P:Mg N Mg P
8.5 1:1:1 5.26% 9.63% 0.1315%
9.0 1:1:1 5.11% 9.53% 0.1310%
9.5 1:1:1 5.03% 10.24% 0.1260%
10.0 1:1:1 2.79% 10.48% 0.1322%
10.5 1:1:1 1.82% 10.52% 0.1344%
11 1:1:1 0.95% 11.05% 0.1371%
3.1.2 MEHWERL 1) HES:E1 2

AR pH AT A R A UL 3 91 B AL B2 ] (SEM &) . )\
B 1 ATLAE i, BEE pH H 8938 K, ULie ¥ BT R B
FET B ERESR, BRI B W N A K H
. pH {H7E 8.5 ~9.5 B, YU IE W &4 J7 B &4 44 (4o
B la), RPSL AN B9 5 360 G AR RO 45 49, T pH {H 7E
9.8 ~11.0 B, ULIEY N 40 K B2 S 4K, JLF Tt

TR B S A A AR 5k — 7 B AR B A R R
SRAT LA B, B 07 B dR AR O 5 26 0 R 4K, T AT d
b SEANMECRREE, ARANS A &
B pH {H(10.5 ~11.0) B9 B BT & i R BLUTIE Y
AR E — e AR Y R, LB TE W pH BT B 5K
AT HEY B, R0 T R O A SR PR T
PAFIWT, 44 pH=9.8 LUJ5, 5 36 09 & T8 7 4 B2 45
RETRM, MEGAEMAEZ A —ERNKR,
BT RN B3N, M RAS AR S

¥#h.

(¢) pH=10.5

1 FFE pH ETEWH SEM
Fig.1 SEM micrograph of the precipitate at different pH

2) XRD 4} : 93— 25 B A UL 0 0 19 £ B 4
PR R XRD S 77 4047 , 45 SR 40 2 .
fE 2 9 X-SPR AT R AT A B pH 1L,
XRD 477 1 [0 9 H A Wt B % 2 T 25 4k, BB 41
PRI % e T 254k pH E7E 9.0 ~ 9.5 Ft A AR A9 ¥
e 3 A S 0 R R (A 2a) L B AT (001)
(002) i 4% 260 #7E 20. 85° 33. 27° Bt 3iE , % e 4
FATHF K (PDF AR £ ) , HAS1E 55 MgNH,
PO,-6H,0 )/ (PDF £ H 77 — 2303 ) i 6] {0 4% fF 166
EwwmA, THHLED O EERHH
MgNH,PO,-6H,0. {A 2 ,pH 7£ 9. 8 LI b A R B9 VT 3
6 R £ T U T 550 B A B R IR, 3 A
ST 20 HBLZE 33. 4°, 75K B R B B 10 A W 3L
%. # J PDF 453+ - £ 3, Mg, (PO, ) »4H, 0 ( PDF
& H- 01-0428) f#) (001) 71 (002 ) F 7 5t 2 i T 49 B
S4BT 8 1 i 5 AT 5 i 5 B BE R
B 1O 8 , T 41 95 B U B A7 AE Mg, (PO, ) 4H,0
Yi. BE, F DA, pH =9. 8 B A R UTIEYT
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Mg, (PO,) »4H,0. . 536 R HE &8 BENLE Y8
BEY. 4580 2 77 4R & TE RO 245 R T 0, &t
TR IR B3 AT R AR 5360,
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Fig.2 XRD patterns of the precipitate at different pH

3.1.3 WA BNV RWEE R & WE R W
PA_EBFFE R W, pH Xt BT (] i i) U0 3 ) 1O 40 2 A0 TR
#RA 3 BN (ER, pH B R R R AR A G P
— R, B, A 0% 5 UL Y 8 R
MEEEE AR . SR ANEK 3 B,

®3 pHEXMNVMBEMEMLEYREARG

Table 3  Effect of pH on the initial saturation and crystal shape

pH C,/(mg-L7") N:P:Mg 0 At
8.5 93 1:1:1 10.77 B
9.0 93 1:1:1 26.64 R
9.5 93 1:1:1 48.28 R
9.8 93 1:1:1 58.89 4k
10.0 93 1:1:1 63.65 4k
10.5 93 1:1:1 66.74 4k
11.0 93 1:1:1 56.90 4k

MK 3 A LUE & pH ER &, B R
WA EBREZ TR, 2 pH E7E 10. 5 LAk B &
R, ZEXFHETRE. &6 AFE pH B &4 T ULKE
W) T A LR 4 T 45 R T . 2 2=58. 89 B,
F MAP #9260 B2 FF 00 F B, B AR 22 R EHIE , A [a] i
ITLVEY I MAP M B R ARE S Y. Bk, Z ([
W ZEEE MAP, W1 GG A BEA B R &, L HE
Bl 7= 0 04 A
3.2 43k E xh E KO VLR M B
3.2.1 JEY AR HRSPTERINE 4

B, 3R 4 G55R T, BE & SRR Wk BT A9 9 hn, LT
YRR T BUBEHIHN L, (Mg [P0} ] =
3R,V B BT T SO P EE
BERHEEE, W R MUY P ERA e
Yy, 5 3640 i BE AR

R4 MEUTENGE

Table 4 The magnesium content in the precipitate

n(Mg®* ):n(PO; ™) LEY h B i
2:1 9.78%
3:1 10.28%
41 14.38%
6:1 17.11%

3.2.2 WEMMEFRHN 1) BESIT LR
RWE 3 s BRI R HEEBERKENAE,
HUtewh Ba T A7 8L &8 F IR 3 R A TR
G510, 2 Mg/P =1.0 ~2.0 B, HUTIEY) Jy #8219 )
FT. %4 Mg/P g 3.0 BF ,BR T R4 A HTE I 5 38
A5 NEH (B 1a) i BRI T — 28 F R 89 Y R A7
£, N ECEZ2FR AR, F55%A -1
ULYE. 24 Mg/P=4.0 B, i RY PR Z , B R
FEY), R B E A TR R &R A B, & TR f
HILP&A . Fik, e 5 B sk 7] DB b 15, %0
HRBEVRE A 93mg-L ™" \pH =9.0.N:P = 1:1 & F,
X Mg/P=3.0 B, iC LA RBIRM L4, EBHEE
RS 5A —RILIE; 4 Mg/P >3.0 B, B N
b T REARE, UTEY N &% & AR R AR R 8
BAEY, JLTF TR 7 B G A A .

(a) Mg/P=3.0 (b) Mg/P=4.0

B3 FREH Mg/PERKRENE SEM E
Fig. 3~ SEM micrograph of the precipitate at different Mg/P

molar ratios

2) XRD 43 #7 : %t UL VE W # 47 XRD 434, H
VI WU BE R 93mg- L' ,N:P:Mg =1:1:4,pH =9.0
FH T AR UIED R XRD E A 4 fras. WE 4
AUES,EEPEHAT RENE R T, FEK
T o A E R, DL B DT R R E
EREVROAFE, XSHEITESER -3 F
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i o {40 9 5 AT G 0 DA B R B B AR AR UG
L AR 5 U IE 45 5 £ T2 & 1k R B 1 B, Ui B 412
AR SBEREBEA — E R KK, X5 E—T BT
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800 —

[utensity
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B4 XRD 4B (N:P:Mg=1:1:4)
Fig.4 XRD patterns of the precipitate( N:P:Mg =1:1:4)

3.2.3 Wi EMAEHEER EH WY H

VISR MBI AR RS R S ATLIF H, HEEH
RV BE A3 O, Fo ) 4R 10 0 B K. 5B AR B
HWE T ULIE YR SEM il XRD /A 45 R KW, 4
0 /NTF 40.56 Bf, KLY EZ WM TR S0
AR, 2 2 =48.86 i, KLY BB A T D BEH H
RYy B, LB G B U B DL TE ) AN R SR 5 36,
RS 3 5 H e R (7 B8 & A A6 B Sk IR
B HIREY. 1 Q=54. 15 B, YLIEY) o K E 20 4R
ERRYBE, EH LB RY B, JLF LR T B
B A AR, LA B R B S T E R BALE,
EHTLEY P S AN EBEHZED. FHik,
TE B 00 Be 2 B, B4 ] 4 T WA AR A0 B R T

®5 FHERREXVBETMENTEYREHRN
Table 5 Effect of magnesium concentration on the initial saturation and

crystal shape

c,/

(mgL-) N:P:Mg 0 Bk
93 1:1:1 26.64 RHE
93 1:1:2 40.56 RHIE
93 1:1:3 48.86 A1 A AR B
93 1:1:4 54.15 RARYREMAS R EHE
93 1:1:5 57.62 —
93 1:1:6 59.94  RE I HRY BRI 81 HHE
93 1:1:7 63.40 —

48. 86, LA G B W) R B9 A B, BEIR T ULIEY H 2
FEAHMLE.

3.3 A4 NH," 3 X VLIE % 8 % v

3.3.1 WEMWARSN LRERNEG6 HER
6 A LAE th, FEE ¥ i NH, W BE R34 K, ULIE )
ATEMNEREE Mg Ml P TR BB W K Y
N:P:Mg=1:1:1 ~4:1:1 B, JLIEW M A B BT
F M MAP (3 38 30 {5 5 600, U6 B I 45 1R F AR LA UT
YW HSIEA. 4 N:P:Mg=5:1:1 i}, H Mg P TR
2 B B B A, 19 D B T BRI R &
A, 5 360 S BE T

®6 TREMHNHS RETHIEMARK

Table 6  Composition of the precipitate at different initial ammonium
nitrogen concentration
N:P:Mg YLIE W 41k
N Mg P
2:1:1 5.31% 9.82% 12.38%
3:1:1 5.39% 9.97% 12.57%
4:1:1 5.41% 9.79% 12.43%
5:1:1 5.43% 10.09% 12.47%
7:1:1 5.53% 10.41% 13.02%
10:1:1 5.68% 10.49% 13.22%
MAP B {H 5.71% 9.79% 12.65%
3.3.2 VLR ERAMN 1) BES LB

RILES. f1E S "TLAE H, NH," 3] 46 9 B TIEY)
SRR A B3 B . &R B B O
T AR SEZER TR (WNE a). BE NH KE

(c) N:P:Mg=10:1:1

B5 TR NHS TiiE#s SEM B
Fig. 5 SEM micrograph of the precipitate at different initial

ammonium nitrogen concentration
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R, R R A B WD, 4 N:P:Mg =5:1:1
BLUEM MBI T REARKMHIERE, ERS
= pH (B2 T AR BB UL VE W s B2 I (181 1) AR
ERWE NH, (N:P:Mg=7:1:1 ~10:1:1) i, FEH)
UUVEY)ER R 58 B9 @R K, JL-F A7 & B & 1R
F1E.

2) XRD 73#f . LB 45 R WK 6. 24 5 PDF #rifE
£ K 77-2303 BB R, N:P: Mg 7£ 2:1:1 ~4:1:1
BT HES ZAHF, a0 6a, H AT 5T 0% R AR 7E
MgNH,PO,- 6H, 0 i PDF & J i 4% B X L #Y 45 1iE
W, LA 2 N:P:Mg 7 2:1:1 ~4:1:1 R ULEY) EE )
LR B R S K BEBR B Bk A i T N:P:Mg 7 5:1:1
~10:1:1 {9 F B 57 57 B (LA &l 6b.6¢) A1 ]
6a HE M B R AR, K =B IER 20 & RFE
33. 4°Wf3, o B PR BE B MR B AR AE U, 5 pH {H 4%
PR AERBETE Y B (B 1) KRR AL B AR R, [F
B 75 7K iR PR B 5% F) R E U4 78 ¥ D 557 5 P 24 N:P: Mg
=5:1:1 2 T AE BB UTIEY B A & 4 7S K BERR
BBk, TR BERR B BE A A SRR B M IR F R IR AV IR
Y. T EX R BERR B 50 A7 )RR AR I IE 1 5 6B &
R B, W MR SBERBEAR — R K
B, X SR 2 WEIBE RS R — B

3000 [ (a) N:P:Mg=4:1:1 1200 - (b) N'P:Mg=5:1:1

1000
2 800
1]
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ity
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0 L 1
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0 L |
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B 6 TR NHS TiiE#a XRD B
Fig. 6 XRD patterns of the precipitate at different initial

ammonium nitrogen concentration

3.3.3  Atede A BT VLI M G R e e R

IR METT RS RIRT. TLUE N, EEERT
P8R R R BE B 38 R, AR R R W R B iR b
UL, BB IE AR MWL, A F T MAP 45 5 59 A4 K

45 A R X LI Y S A0 4 B B e AT 45 R R
B, 4 0<92.70, JLIE W WA B HIE S A WA
JR, ULFEY) 2 A DT R 4 2 =111.05 Bf, H MAP &
RS BE BT 46 T R, TR RS M EHTE | B B A2 ALY
NRYRSEAMEECYRNESY. Bk, 7E4
R R0 4R WL TR B R K e R B P B Y pH
1B, 390 46 A A A0 BE AR T 92. 70, 38 e by F &I R B A9
KT T B 536 A A9 o B TR SChr L A
TR 2 18 B R R 1R vk B AR R K, TR A JE
i i 77 R PR .
RTEGH R R B X456 0 F0 BE AN T E 0 R T RO R0

Table 7 Effect of initial ammonium nitrogen concentration on the initial

saturation and crystal shape

c,/
pH (mg-L-") N:P:Mg 0 miE
9.0 93 1:1:1 26.64 I
9.0 93 2:1:1 50.75 #®HE
9.0 93 3:1:1 72.68 I
9.0 93 4:1:1 92.70 I
9.0 93 5:1:1 111.05 LD
9.0 93 6:1:1 127.9 I
9.0 93 7:1:1 143.47 I
9.0 93 10:1:1 183.3 LD

4 4512 (Conclusions)

1) DUBE Eh 0 UL3E 0 AL 2 & B K o, UL e A
BT B iR A R A & 360, MR SRR E R
A S A,

2) MAP JLiEWIR) d I SRRV M ER
— SRR, R I A 1 A0 B BN pH
B BR B RURK T BE TE — 2 Y A AR Ak, UL Y
AT R S MmEMERT - EREE,
B pH BBE Bk & AR W B i, UL Y P #R &
H BLEH T B9 W 1A S TR 4% 28 T B A BREG £1TR 1A B9
9 S U R 5 A R B ) R R W AR A A N B SR R i
BEHTE i ik SRR BE A — R B R BR, (B R AR B R
AR -

3) X F bR E T Z, pH EFE K F AR
VIR ERE MUY G MAE N ERZNE R,
& — PH 2R i =3 R AT BE 51 RS B B B A9 & AR T UL U
YR AZR . R, O AR 98 U0 %E 4 69 B o o, P E
T LA Y 4
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