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Progress on the First Environment Legislation of
Districted Cities in China

WU Ye'?, DONG Huawen’, WANG Guang'**, LU Wenzhou'?, CHEN Zhongying'?, LI Kaiming"”
(1. State Environmental Protection Key Laboratory of Water Environment Simulation and Pollution Control,
South China Institute of Environmental Sciences, Guangzhou 510655, China;

2. Key Laboratory of Water and Air Pollution Control of Guangdong Province, Guangzhou 510655, China;
3. Guangzhou Urban Planning Survey and Design Institute, Guangzhou 510030, China)

Abstract: In this paper, to get a better knowledge of local legislative progress, first legislations in districted cities of Mainland China were collected
from their government websites and then investigated through classification. Research showed that 267 districted cities had been granted legislative
power and 228 pieces first regulation were proposed till July 2017. 89% of the districted cities have started their first legislative work and 56% of
the districted cities had enacted their first legislation in Mainland China. From the category of first legislation, we knew that about 40% of the first
legislations focused on environmental legislation, which was just behind urban/ rural construction and management legislation. This suggested that
first legislation thrived in districted cities mainly focus on subjects like environmental legislation. From the category of first environmental legislation,
we concluded that first legislations on water environmental protection were mostly favored, followed by ecological protection and air pollution
prevention. From the distribution of first environmental legislation, we found that water environmental protection legislations were mainly proposed
in coastal provinces, while air pollution prevention legislations were mainly favored by cities that has serious air pollution problem. Currently, as
construction of ecological civilization is highly valued by Chinese government, regulations like action plans for air/water/soil make greater demand
on local environmental quality and local environmental management. So it’s a great opportunity for local governments to make good use of local
environmental legislative power. By working out and introducing their own environmental legislative, it will help local governors elevate their
environmental management level and help improve their environmental quality.

Keywords: local environment legislation; districted cities; the first legislation



