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Does Environmental Information Disclosure Contribute to the Uphill
Battle for Prevention and Control of Pollution in China ?

LI Yongsheng®, ZHANG Xiangjian
(School of Urban and Regional Science, Shanghai University of Finance and Economics, Shanghai 200433, China)

Abstract: Environmental information disclosure, as a new weapon of environmental governance in the information age, has been widely
used in developed countries and achieved great effects. As a developing country with special financial system and political incentive
model, environmental information disclosure is playing an important role in the battle of pollution prevention and control in China. Based
on the PITI index of 120 cities from 2008 to 2016, by using dynamic panel data model and sys-GMM method, this paper empirically
examines the effect of fiscal decentralization and environmental information disclosure on pollution reduction, and lays special stress on
analysis the heterogeneity in different urban locations and scales. It is found that environmental information disclosure has contribution
to pollution reduction, which can inhibit the environmental pollution caused by fiscal decentralization. The effect of environmental
information disclosure on pollution reduction and inhibition is significant but limited in the eastern and central regions and large
and medium-sized cities, and this effect decreases in turn in the western regions and small cities. Therefore, actively promoting the
construction and investment of environmental information disclosure, and building a long-term mechanism of environmental pluralism
and co-governance, are the key for winning the battle of pollution prevention and control.

Keywords: environmental information disclosure; fiscal decentralization; pollution reduction effect; multi-governance; PITI index
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