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Modernizing the Systems and Capacity of Environmental Governance in China
——Summary of PACE2019 Academic Conference

CHANG Dunhu, WU Zhaoliang, LIU Zigang, WEI Yanqing, WANG Hua*
(School of Environment and Natural Resources, Renmin University of China, Beijing 100872, China)

Abstract: The Professional Association for China’s Environment (PACE) organized its fourth annual academic conference on “Environmental Governance
in China” during June 27-29, 2019, in Beijing with support from Renmin University of China. The theme of the conference is about the modernization of the
systems and capacity of environmental governance in China. International and domestic scholars and government officials in the area of environmental
governance participated in the conference and had in-depth discussions in the following six areas: theory and method, empirical research, monitoring and
enforcement, enviro-social governance, economic policies, and global environmental governance. The participants recognized the significant progress
that has been made in China with regard to the systems and the capacity of environmental governance, especially with the changes from the top-down
government management approach to the horizontal and bottom-up multi-stakeholder strategy. The target-based governance strategy is also unique in the
world. Weakness has also been identified, especially in the areas of enviro-social governance and the participation in global environmental governance.
Government monitoring and enforcement strategies as well as the use of economic instruments can also be improved.

Keywords: China’s environmental governance; modernization of environmental governance system and capacity; global environmental governance
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