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Explaining Eco-civilization from the Frontier Research and International
Perspective of Sustainable Development

ZHU Dajian

( Institute of Governance for Sustainable Development, Tongji University, Shanghai 200092, China )

Abstract: From the frontier research and international perspective of sustainable development, the article explains theory, strategy and governance of

eco-civilization and makes suggestions of developing it further. First, international research progress of sustainable development in the last decade are

outlined from three dimensions of objects, process and subjects, and possible inspirations and enlightenments are pointed out to understand and deepen

eco-civilization. Second, based on the viewpoint of decoupling social-economic development with resource consumption and environment impact,

strategic analyses and discussions are made about possible scenarios, paths and policies of China’s eco-civilization building from 2020 to 2050. And

third, policy suggestions are raised to strengthen cooperative governance for eco-civilization in Post 2020 Five-Years plans, which should include inter-

governments cooperation, public-private partnership and public involvement.

Keywords: eco-civilization; sustainable development; decoupling development; post 2020 plans; cooperative governance

12



