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The Development of China's Ecological and Environmental Planning
in Forty Years of Reform and Opening-up

WANG Jinnan, WAN Jun*, WANG Qian, SU Jiegiong, YANG Liyan, XIAO Yang
(Chinese Academy for Environmental Planning, Ministry of Ecology and Environment, Beijing 100012, China)

Abstract: The forty years of reform and opening-up (1978-2018) have been a witness to significant progress in China’s eco-
environmental protection along with the socio-economic development. The environmental planning started with the protection of
ecology and environment almost the same time, with nine Five-Year Plans for the protection of ecology and environment formulated
in past 40 years. Started from scratch, the environmental planning framework has experienced changes in theories, techniques and
methods along the development process, and tends to a gradational, classified and diverse system step by step. Through a variety of
planning practice and innovation, environmental planning has played a fundamental and critical role in China’s protection of ecology
and environment. Since the 18th National Congress of the Communist Party of China (CPC), the reform of ecological civilization
construction system has been thoroughly carried out. The 19th CPC National Congress has established the great goal of
building a Beautiful China, which has emphasized high-quality economic development and high-level environmental protection
to be well coordinated and integrated. In the new stage of history, ecological and environmental planning will be further implemented
as a principal, overarching, strategical, and creative plan, and firmly contributing to the realization of building a Beautiful China.
Keywords: ecological and environmental planning; the planning framework; forty years of reform and opening-up; the Five-
Year Plan of environmental protection; Beautiful China
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