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European and American Experiences and Its Implications on Air
Pollution Control Strategy in China during the 13th Five-Year Period
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Abstract: Air pollution situation is grim in China currently, and complex pollution characteristics are prominent. The Air
Pollution Prevention and Control Action Plan, the newly revised Law on Environmental Protection, the Law on Air Pollution
Prevention and Control, and the National Ambient Air Quality Standard have been issued and implemented, which put forward
higher requirements for air pollution control. There will be great difficulties and opportunities in the 13th Five-Year period,
which is the crucial period of air quality improvement. It is necessary to plan strategy for air pollution control systematically.
During the formulation process of air pollution control strategy in the European Union and the United States, to improve the
air quality is the core, the multi pollutants target system covers both of primary pollutants and secondary pollutants, and the
indicators include environmental concentrations, emissions, intuitive feelings (visibility), health and management. Cost benefit
analysis is applied in air pollution control policy, and the corresponding model tools are developed, which support scientific
decisions based on cost benefit ratio. This article summarized the experiences of multi pollutants target system and cost
benefit evaluation method from EU and USA in air pollution control, analyzed the current situation and problems of China air
pollution control strategy, and put forward the relevant policy recommendations, in order to solve the air pollution problem
and achieve environmental protection overall goal of the 13th Five-Year period.
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